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“The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people who are evil, but 

because of people who don’t do anything about it.” (Albert Einstein)  The darkest years of 

human history occurred between the years of 1939 – 1945, when six million Jewish people, 

including 1.5 million children, were indiscriminately murdered by Nazi Germany under the 

administration of Adolf Hitler.  It was a systematic genocide of such enormity, that it will forever 

scar the pages of history.  In aghast, we universally refer to it as the Holocaust.  Yet there were 

those who refused to turn a blind eye or to cower to the unimaginable evil that surrounded the 

world. Geertrudia Wijsmuller (affectionately known as “Truus”) was born on April 21, 1896 in 

Alkmaar, Netherlands to a Dutch Christian family.  She found an interest in her father’s banking 

business and was schooled in commerce.  Later, she moved with her family to Divendrecht, 

Netherands, where she began her first job and also met a handsome gentleman, Joop K., that 

would become her future husband. They soon were married, but sadly could not ever have 

children.  It was through this tragedy however, that Truus found her unexpected passion in life; 

social work for children.  If it were not for the moral courage and determination that Geertrudia 

Wijsmuller had, more innocent lives would have been lost during the Holocaust and it 

resoundingly proves that one person can make a profound difference in the world, thus becoming 

a timeless inspiration for the future of the world.  

Geertrudia exhibited great moral courage and resourcefulness.  She used her elite social 

status to persuade officers into releasing several hundred Jewish children and placing herself in 

grave danger to smuggle these children out of Germany.  She was even arrested once for 

commiting “illegal acts” after bringing supplies to the Dutch Red Cross.  Her commitment 

remained resolute when she continued to assist the escape of many more Jewish children and 

adults to save havens outside of Germany’s Gestapo grip.   Underground safe houses stretched 

from the stately countries of Great Britain to Switzerland.  Truus displayed further moral courage 

when she saved even more Jewish refugees in Amsterdam while it was invaded by Germany.  

Geertrudia made it her personal duty to smuggle and defend every person she possibly could 

during the “Crystal Nights,” when buildings were ransacked during the night and set on fire.  

Truus organized at least seventy-four transports to freedom, one being known as the 

“Kindertransport,” (an underground network of people that transported and provided safe homes 

for the Jewish children).  Geertrudia and her accomplices risked Nazi repercussion to 

concentration camps, and even death to save innocent people from inconceivable persecution.      

Geerturdia Wijsmuller impacted the world by performing prodigious acts when few 

others couldn’t manage the courage and bravery to do so.  Truus didn’t stand by and do nothing 

in the presence of evil.  She, along with others, were members of the WWII war resistance 



 

 

group.  The Kindertransport was responsible for saving ten-thousand refugees, including 

children, from certain death during the Holocaust.  Truus alone rescued six-hundred Jewish 

children from being shipped to concentration death camps by evacuating them to countries like 

Great Britain for refuge in hopes that they would be reunited with their families after the war.  

She persuaded captains of ships and trains to haul children from place to place, as well as take 

part in hiding Jews in her own home until ample safety was available. By guiding six-hundred 

Jewish children to safety, organizing transports, and being in Kindertransport, she rescued not 

only the lives of those people, but of the generations to come!      

Geertrudia Wijsmjuller-Mijer is an inspiration to me because she had the gallantry to 

follow her internal moral compass and not be influenced by crowd ideologies.  She tried to 

bestow optimism even when the world seemed bleak.  Truus encourages me to not fear evil, even 

in the midst of dangerous circumstances.  She has also taught me to help those in need and to 

treat people with kindness and respect, even if they are labeled as outcasts.  She also inspires me 

to aid the needy and less fortunate through education as well as granting support through harsh 

times.  Geertrudia has inspired me to make the well being of others significant, and to never 

repudiate anything from getting in the way of my dreams.  I will not allow fear to overwhelm or 

get the best of me.  Truus’s courageous bravery was unimaginable, and the risks she took to 

progress exceptional deeds were implausible!  Geertrudia inspires me to follow in her footsteps 

providing care for the forlorn and to not be afraid to take risks.     

Geertruida Wijsmuller-Meijer is known for her steadfast diligence, bravery, and moral 

courage.  Truus, along with others in the resistance of the war efforts, portrayed a major role of 

valor.  Without the performance of their rescue missions, many innocent souls would have 

perished.  The moral courage demonstrated by Truus illustrated her exemplary humility, 

heroism, and determination.  No matter the consequences and danger of the situation, every life 

is worth fighting for!  The distinction that one person can put forth is astonishing to me, and it 

makes me really wonder what I can do to make an impact on the world.  Like Elie Wiesel once 

said, “One person of integrity can make a difference.” (pg. 120) Truss Wijsmuller was not afraid 

to act on her instincts and conscience.  From Geertrudia Wijsmuller you can see that if you 

overcome fear, you can accomplish anything and truly have an impact on the world! 

  


