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What is Moral Courage? Moral Courage is the strength to rise up above what others think and 

create your own path based on your personal thoughts and beliefs. The world is not perfect. It takes 

extreme courage and bravery to take a stand and say something. Some will support you while others 

may oppose you, but it is a risk you must take in order to improve the world. Some have tried and even 

succeeded. One of the greatest inspirations and impacts on history was Susan B. Anthony. 

 Susan B. Anthony was a remarkable woman who faced impossible odds and fought against 

discrimination. She was born into a Quaker family and began her fight when she was seventeen. At first 

Susan was only involved in the fight to end slavery. She believed in equal rights for everyone. Later on 

she began to notice the hardships and challenges that women faced. She decided that enough was 

enough. The fight for equal rights had begun. Her first step was the right for women to vote. She 

organized many groups and organizations for her cause in hopes for more support. She organized The 

National Women’s Suffrage Association and The American Women’s Suffrage Association. Susan 

stood up for women and very often took the consequences that came with the fight.  Often she would 

stand in defense of herself and stood in the face of mockery with determination and self-control. She 

devoted her life to making the world a better place for women. Susan was an extremely inspirational 

person who led us to victory. 

  Susan knew that women could not live in a world where they were simply seen as a housewife. 

She knew they were capable of much more. Susan made it her duty from then on to do something about 

it. Through her cause Susan never gave up and was never alone. Her opinion was not popular and she 

simply ignored the opposition and abuse. All her time, money and effort was put into it, but later on it 

would soon be all worth it. She was often mocked and ridiculed for being single, but with all her time in 

the movement there was no time for marriage for Susan. Susan once faced trial for voting. When asked 

if she voted as a woman she simply replied, “No, I voted as a citizen of the United States.” Along with 

the movement, she organized meetings, clubs, and support groups to get as many people on her side as 

possible. Susan noticed the injustice and discrimination in the world and was not afraid to stand up 

against it. 

 The world is now a better place thanks to Susan. Women now have a position and say in the 

world. Susan would not live to see her victory though. She died in 1906 in New York. It was not until 



fourteen years later that women would receive the right to vote. It became the Nineteenth Amendment in 

1920. She changed many lives and minds. She proved that women were strong and independent and 

much more than just housewives. Her determination and fight had inspired many to go big and dream 

big. Despite all the hardships, challenges, and opposition, Susan never let anyone stop her or change her 

mind.  

 Susan B. Anthony had a huge impact on me. She is an inspiration to me because she is the whole 

reason I have rights today and am treated equally without special exceptions. What really inspired me 

was that she didn’t rely on anyone to fight her battles for her. She was independent and courageous, and 

she did not want to depend on others. She stood up not only for what she believed, but for what was 

right. She was not selfish and wasn’t just thinking of herself in her quest for equal rights. She thought of 

everyone in the world that was being wronged at the time. Her efforts single handedly changed the 

world for women. The odds were not in her favor but she stood anyway and succeeded.  

 I plan to show my moral courage just as respectfully as Susan B. Anthony did. Everyone 

deserves respect no matter their age or gender, race or religion. Susan has showed me that. She was 

ridiculed and mocked, but did not violently retaliate. I want to treat people how I want to be treated. I 

can show moral courage by respecting others despite their actions or words against me. I can also show 

moral courage by respecting others’ beliefs and thoughts, and accepting them no matter their opinion. 

Speaking my mind is very important to me. It gives me a voice and opinion. When I speak my mind 

though I want to speak just like Susan did. This means politely and respectfully, all while still staying 

true to myself. I refuse to be a bystander watching others wrong the world, their friends, and themselves. 

I can rise above others and their negative attitudes and strive for my dreams. Above all, to have moral 

courage I need to be myself and not let others make me think that I am not worth it. I will believe in 

myself and prove that I can do many exceptional things in the world despite anyone’s doubt. 

 Susan became an inspiration to many including me. Her exceptional courage became a light of 

hope for many to stand and take a chance. She lit up the world with a new path for history and an 

opportunity for women. Not everyone would have the bravery to do what Susan B Anthony did. It takes 

heart and spirit. Susan possessed all these qualities, enabling her victory. Despite the discouragement 

from men and anti-women’s rights activists, she knew it was her duty and job to stand up. She didn’t let 

anyone change her mind or get inside her head to put her down. Susan B. Anthony was a remarkable 

woman with exceptional courage and we should all help pave the path that she has begun for us. 


